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I—ForeErcn POotirtics. 


i 


LEE RO ER ee Ne I RHR GES | 


: anat and Urdu Guide of the 8th May says that since Maulvi Danossatranat axp 
ees Ashrafuddin Ahmad, Matwa li of the Hooghly evan 
The post of attache to Lord Jyombarah, has refused to accept the offer ofthe ~— 
—— post of an attaché to Lord Cromer in Egypt, the 
Hon’ble Maulvi Syed Fazl Imam should be requested to accept it. 


II—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


9. The Sahachar of the 3rd May is glad that the Anglo-Indian Press is _—_Samacuar, 
: beginning to tell the true story about the appoint- May 3rd, 1895, 
The Assistant Superintendent- yyent of Assistant Superintendents of Police. The 
a Indian Daily News confesses that the post of Assis- 
» tant Superintendent was created with the sole object of securing a means of 
livelihood for the worthless relatives of the high civil and military officers of Gov- 
ernment. Heis generally made Assistant Superintendent who cannot do any. 
other work. Though the natives, says the same paper, are supposed to be 
eligible for this post, yet it is, like many others for which also they are eligible, 
a monopoly of the worthless members of respectable European families. The 
number of candidates for these Assistant Superintendentships is so large, and 
the candidates are often backed by so much recommendation, that even the 
Lieutenant-Governor finds himself at times in a difficulty in making a proper 
choice. The following story is told in connection with the appointment of an 
Assistant Superintendent :— 
An official of Government, who afterwards became Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, sought the love of a European beauty in high life and met with a 
repulse. He was, of course, not Lieutenant-Governor then, for it is seldom that 
a beauty refuses a man of wealth and position. The disappointed lover 
gradually rose to the highest place in the service, while with growing age, the 
beauty began to decay. A ee 2 man secured her love at this time. This 
man one day presented himself before the Chief Secretary to Government, and 
said that he had got an Assistant Superintendentship of Police, and wanted to 
be posted toa good place. The Chief Secretary, though he knew nothing of the 
matter, did not like to be taken for one not knowing it, and reported the fact to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, whereupon the Lieutenant-Governor said—*“‘ Yes, Ihave 
promised an Assistant Superintendentship to the young man.” On enquiring 
the Secretary learnt that the lady who had once repelled the advances of his 
chief was now herself advancing. Though the young man was his rival in the 
lady’s love, yet the Lieutenant-Governor, now that he got what he had sought 
for, was not unwilling to reward him. ‘This shows how female influence under- 
lies many of the acts of rulers, whose every act is supposed to proceed from 
thought and deliberation. Great mischief is sometimes worked by female influ- 
ence. France had to suffer terribly in 1870 for the sake of a woman. 
3. The Pratikar of the 5th May says that acoachman in Gorabazar, Berham- — PaammEar, 
pore town, having been, on the 2nd May last, found May Sth, 1895, 
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Oppression by the Berhampore 


Police. drunk with toddy and in the act of exchanging high 
: words with some men, was arrested by two con- 
stables of the local police, who dragged him to the police station. When he was 


being thus dragged, his clothes got loose and fell off his body, at which his 
employer, who happened to be on the spot, asked the constables either to let him 
put his clothes on or to let him off altogether. ‘The constables did not heed this 
request, and on arriving at the thana mercilessly beat the coachman, his 
employer, and his employer’s son, who had accompanied the party to the thana, 
and put them all in hajut. The men in the thana now assumed a fierce attitude, 
and beat and abused everybody who came to speak on behalf of the maltreated 
coachman, his employer and employer’s son: and it was not till Babu 
Mahendra Nath Mukherji, a pleader, got intimation of the affair and personally 
came over to the thana, that the men were released on bail. The injured party 
are doing their best to have justice in the law courts. The District Superin- 


tendent of Police and the District Magistrate ought to investigate the matter 
very carefully. : 


ScLtaBH Dalrnixk, 
May Sth, 1898, 


SaNJIVANI, 


May 6th 1893, 


CHARUVARTA, 


May Ist, 1893, 


KANJIVANI, 


May 6th, 1893, 


HITAVADI, 


May 4th, 1893, 
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4, The Sulabh Dainik of the 6th May says that there were formerly 17 con- 
stables in the Konnagar police-station, but the 
number has been now reduced to 4, which ig too 
small for even the ordinary work of maintainj 
the of the place. A serious case of ruffianism has been the consequence 
of this reduction in the number of the police staff, Two low-class men worked 
in the Rishra mills, where they made the acquaintance of an old woman who 
had some gold ornaments on her person. One eveningthey brought her with 
them on the pretext of introducing her to their wives, and when on their way 
led her into a dark and deserted stable-room at Konnagar, and there took off 
her ornaments after inflicting several wounds on her with a knife. After 
sometime some people came to her rescue,and she has been sent to the 
Serampore Hospital. The offenders have not yet been arrested. Such an 
mr wae could not have occurred if the number of constables had not been 
reduced. 

5. The Sanjivanit of the 6th May reports a case of police oppression in the 
village of Gangachakin Patna. Eighteen men of the 
above village were seized by the police for having 
been concerned in a riot. The villagers forcibly released them from the hands 
of the police, the Magistrate was telegraphed to, and hesent the Inspector 
of Police with 40 armed constables. Ten of thealleged offenders were recaptured, 
and the Magistrate ordered their goods to be seized and confiscated. The 
accused persons were tried in the most summary way, without being allowed 
time and opportunity to defend themselves, ‘The Magistrate has issued warrants 
calling upon the local zamindars to produce the remaining eight offenders, and the 
petition of the zamindars pleading inability to do so has been rejected. 

It is rumoured that the women belonging to the families of the offenders 
who have not yet been captured, have been placed under police watch in order 
to induce the offenders to surrender themselves. This is very bad, and the 
writer hopes that Government will enquire into the matter. 


Reduction of the police staff at 
Konnagur. 


Police oppression in Patna. 


(6)}— Working of the Courts, 


6. The Chdruvaria of the 1st May cannot approve of the proposal of the 
North-Western Provinces Government to create 
Honorary Munsifis, because it is certain that able 
men will not willingly come forward to do the 
difficult and laborious work of a Munsif without remuneration. If the 
proposal is carried into effect, the Honorary Munsifships will have to be given 
to inferior men, wko will be unable to do full justice to the intricate cases 
which frequently come up before the Munsifs. It is true that good and able 
men willingly offer themselves for Honorary Magistrateships ; but that is because 
the work of the Honorary Magistrates is not at all difficult. It is hoped that the 
North-Western Provinces Government will not carry out its intention without 
consulting public opinion on the subject. 

7. The Sanjivani of the 6th May expresses its delight atthe appointment of 
Babu Kedarnath Roy as Officiating Judge of Dacca. 
Babu Kedarnath enjoys quite a name for legal 
acumen and judicial ability. The Government have acted wisely in appointing 
him as Judge in a place like Dacca. 


Honorary Munsifships in the 
North-Western Provinces. 


A native in the Dacca Judgesbip. 


(d)— Education. 


8. The Hitavadi of the 4th May takes exception to the Government ci- 
aie Se a cular proscribing the use by school-boys of Babu 
Abalakanta Sen’s books. By issuing this circular 
Government has lowered itself in some measure in the estimation of the public. 
It looks as if the circular has been issued from revengeful or vindictive motives. 
Government’s action would not have been open to criticism if it had made the 
proscription of the keys consequent on the retention of the objectionable 
passages therein. Again, there are many schools which are in no way connect 
with Government, and how is the il to be enforced there? ill Govern- 
ment abolish those schools, if any of the boys belonging to them are found to 
possess any of the proscribed books? The order relating to the discontinuance of 
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the text-books to which the objectionable books are keys is very astonishing. Itis 
like Panchanan Thakur (a popular Hindu god) breaking the neck of one child for 
the offence of another ? as Government under the intoxication of ganja 
when it wrote this part of the circular? Does it not know that in this country 
an author’s permission is not necessary to the writing of a key to his book? It 
is certainly very desirable that a law should be passed requiring every one who 
intends to write a key to any book to obtain the permission of the author of 
_ that book. But as such a law does not, as a matter of fact, exist, the writer 1s 
unable to see the justness of this part of the Government order. Besides the 
books mentioned in the circular, other books written by the same author, which 
contain objectionable passages, have been proscribed by order of the Director 
of Public Instruction. But it is hoped that, in carrying out this order, the 
officers of the Education Department will not proceed recklessly, but will act 
with care and caution. 


9. The Sudhakar of the 5th May says that Maulavi Ahmed, the new 
Head Maulavi of the Calcutta Madrassa, is quite in- 
The new head Maulavi of the ¢ompetent to fill the post which has been given to 
a him, as he does not possess so thorough a knowledge 
of Arabic and English as is required of the Head Maulavi of the first 
Muhammadan educational institution in the country. Indeed, Maulavi Ahmed’s 
Arabic attainments are inferior even to those of the lowest teacher in the 
Calcutta Madrassa. It is clear that the Maulavi would not have got his 
new appointment but for the official favour to which he owes his title of 
Shams-ul-ulama. The Head Maulavi of the Calcutta Madrassa is also expected 
to be thoroughly orthodox in conduct and belief, and it becomes some- 
thing like a scandal if he cannot be regarded by his community as a religious 
guide and exemplar. But how far the new Head Maulavi fulfils this require- 
ment will appear from the following :—Lately the students of the first year class 
of the Madrassa applied to the Principal praying for the postponement of their 
annual examination till after the summer recess, as the Ramjan fasts, just 
then over, had interfered with their studies, and had left them ill-prepared for an 
examination before the recess. ‘The Principal at first granted this prayer, but 
afterwards withdrew the order on the representation of the Head Maulavi, who 
told him that the Ramjan fasts can in no way interfere with the boys’ studies. 
It is said that the Maulavi does not himself keep the fasts. 


10. The Banganivasi-o-Prakriti of the 5th May says that Dr. Martin, the 
Officiating Director of Public Instruction, has rusti- 
cated a boy of Madaripur, in the district of Farid- 
pur, for using a false transfer certificate. The editor thinks that the punish- 
ment, namely, permanent exclusion from all Government and aided schools, 
has been very severe, and hopes that Government will reconsider the matter. 


11, The Sulabh-Dainik of the 5th May remarks that the Sanskrit and 
Sanskrit and Bengali selections Bengali selections published by the University for 
for the Entrance Examination, the Entrance Examination to be held in 1895 are 
_— both unsuitable for the candidates for whom they 
are intended. The Sanskrit compilation is too large to be mastered in one 


year, and the Bengali compilation contains many philosophical pieces much too 
difficult for Entrance students. 


12. The Pratikar of the 5th May says that though the term for which 
the Maharani Swarnamayi has taken over charge 
of the Berhampore College is nearly at an end, and 
though Her Highness has applied to Government for permission to take over 
charge of the institution in perpetuity, the authorities have not yet broken their 
silence in the matter. This indifference of Government in the cause of 
collegiate education bodes no good to the people. 


13. The Sanjivani of the 6th May has the following :— 
c The plucked students of the The students of the Campbell Medical School, 
Campbell Medical School. who were unjustly plucked by Dr. Mackenzie 
in the last diploma examination, submitted a. second memorial to 
Dr. Martin, the Officiating Director of Public Instruction, praying for a 
reconsideration of their case (see Report on Native Papers for week ending 


Rustication of a boy. 


The Berhampore College. 
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15th April 1893, paragraph 21). The following is Dr. Martin’s reply to their 
petition :-— 
“Though the note referred to in the revised syllabus of the subjects of 
examination in vernacular medical schools only particularises each subject, 
et in a course of studies resulting in the issue of diplomas, authorising the 
students to go out into the world as medical practitioners in whose hands may be 
laced the lives of their fellow subjects, the matter is altogether of too serious 
a kind to be dealt with lightly. I accordingly hold that the words ‘ each 
subject ’ should be understood to mean ‘each branch of a subject.’ ” 


The rule, a misinterpretation of which led Dr. Mackenzie to pluck the 
students, runs as follows:—‘‘ The student will be expected to answer sufficiently 
well to gain half marks in each subject and in the practical part of each sub- 
ject.” And if Dr. Martin means that the candidate should keep half marks in 
“ each branch” of a subject, theoretical and practical, then there can be no 
doubt that, although an Englishman, Dr. Martin has, in his interpretation of this 
rule, shown an utter ignorance of the English language. Ifthe rule had been 
really intended to convey the meaning Dr. Martin attaches toit, then the 
practical branch alone would not have been specified as that to which the rule 
of half marks was to be specially applied. ‘The dullest man can see this; and 
it is strange that neither Dr. Mackenzie nor Dr. Martin saw it, simple as it is, 


Dr. Martin’s reason for putting sostrict an interpretation on the rule ig that; 
considering the serious nature of the trust that will have to be discharged by the 
students when they go out to practise, they ought not to be awarded diplomas 
without being subjected to the strictest examination. But Dr, Martin would 
not certainly subject the vernacular medical school students to a severer test 
than that which is prescribed for the Medical College students, who are called 
upon in their practical life to treat more serious cases than can possibly come 
into the hands of the vernacular practitioners. 


But if Dr. Martin argues that by “each branch of a subject” he means 
not the theoretical and the practical branches, but the two branches of a subject 
as it is put in the list of subjects (as, for instance, in the case of subject No. 2 
of the list, “Surgery with Surgical Anatomy,” surgery and surgical anatomy 
taken separately and as two subjects), then the question to be asked is, how were 
the six candidates who appeared at the same examination passed though they 
did not get half marks in ‘‘ Surgical Anatomy”? The question should also be 
asked, if this interpretation was put upon the rule in connection with all the 
subjects. 

It is strange that Dr. Martin did not consider it necessary to consult the 
authorities of the vernacular medical schools in Dacca, Patna and Cuttack as to 
the interpretation they usually put upon the rule. Nor did he, in the pride of his 
recent elevation to a high office, consider it necessary to consult the Principal of 
the Medical College, who used to be consulted by former Directors of Public 
Instruction whenever any difficulty arose in connection with the vernacular 
medical school. 

The disappointed candidates ought to memorialise the Government of 
Bengal against the injustice done to them by Dr. Martin. 

14. The Saraswat Patra of the 6th May requests Dr. Martin to alter the 

The dates of the lower examina. ates of the lower examinations forthe present year, 
tions. which have been fixed to take place just after the 
Mahalaya holiday, as this will not be a convenient time for holding these 
examinations, 

15. ‘The same paper commends the action of Mr. Edwards, Principal of 

The Head Master of the Dacca the Dacca College, in writing to Babu Ratanmanl 
eer Sone Gupta, Head Master of the Collegiate School, ex- 
pressing his satisfaction and offering his thanks to that gentleman for the 
remarkably good result scored by the school at the last Entrance examination. 
Lhe writer hopes that the Director of Public Instruction will encourage Babu 
Ratanmani by pronioting him in the service. 

16. The Sumay-o-Suhitya of the 7th May says that, according to the 

Wis Daiaiben Tie. Mastin. Daintk, the officers serving under Dr. Martin, 
| Ofiiciating Director of Public Instruction, have 
become thoroughly disgusted with him for his conduct, and that Dr. Martin has, 
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in many of his actions, shown himself a short-sighted and hasty-going officer. 
But before making these remarks, the Dainik ought to have considered that the 
master who exacts work from his subordinates in a most conscientious manner 
generally fails to be popular with them. The writer thinks that a pungent man 
like Dr. Martin is eminently fitted to have charge of the incorrigible Department 
of Education. 
17. In continuation of its address to Dr. Martin, the Officiating Director of 
i ial Sinai tek Public Instruction (see Report on Native Papers for 
ada Hae * week ending 29th April 1893, paragraph 16), the 
same paper has the following :— 


A word to Dr. C. A. MARTIN, .t.v., Offg. Director of Public Instruction, on the 
desirability of a thorough revision in the scheme of the Central Text-Book Committee. 


As the mainspring of the whole machinery of the Education Department 
has, it affords us much pleasure to be able to say, been entrusted in the hands of 
so experienced, so worthy, so conscientious, so just, so painstaking and so pene- 
trating a man as Dr. Martin, and as revision in the whole system of sen 
tion has engrossed his earnest attention, we avail ourselves of this opportunity 
to lay before him what we have to say on this subject of national importance. 

As in the proper exercise of the function of the Text-Book Committee are 
centred all our hopes and expectations, so far as education is concerned, we take 
up the Text-Book Committee as our first subject. 

It is quite feasible that Government should have been satisfied with the man- 
agement and proceedings of the Text-Book Committee, and thrown off the idea 
of its interference in their management, when it is remembered that the latter 
is entrusted in the hands of some of the eminent men of this country. Govern- 
ment cannot, therefore, be found fault with having been so satisfied. But alas! 
‘“ What’s in a name?” as the poet of Avon exclaims. The Text-Book Committee 
have ever since received no active co-operation from these valued members, They 
have freely allowed things to grow from bad to worse. 

The growing evils in the T’ext-Book Committee, which were lately subject 
to severe criticism of the press, instead of being dwindled, are maki 
progress. Now that we have got so worthy aman as Dr. Martin in the chair 
of the Director of Public Instruction, we will, we are sanguine, ere long see a 
ate a revision in the scheme of the Central Text-Book Committee at his 

nds. 

As the selection of text-books constitutes the first and foremost, in fact the 
sole, duty of the Committee, we record here what we have to say on this all- 
important question. 

First.—It is a much lamented fact that best books are not always selected 
as text-books, It needs scarcely be said that, in most instances, official autho- 
rity or personal influence stands in the way of suitable text-books being adopted 
If Dr. Marti ; ; 3 ie bathale $s 

lartin, as an experimental measure, issued a circular allowing authors to 
speak with impunity* what they have to say on the selection of text-books, his 
table, we are sure, would groan under heaps of applications complaining of the 
injustice done to them, to their works, and to the pupils who have often to 
forego the advantage of vip dow the best books. 
ie - we are asked what effect this state of things would have on vernacular 
rature and on the education of our younger generation, we should unhesi- 
tatingly say that the fate of both has been doomed. Need we say that the 
best authors have stood aloof from taking to the task of writing school-books; 
Whereas legs gifted men have usurped their place! Thus the literature of our 
9 ty turned a farce, and the education of our boys anything but proper and 
‘ed _ + asl any is re be panes forthis? Surely the Text-Book Committee 
ebb we o speak in defence of so seriousa charge. In fact, they cannot 

W 0 the blame so justly laid on their shoulders. 

Se ond.— The Text-Book Committee care very little for the public criticism 
: their proceedings, They have turned a deaf ear to all suggestions made to 
aon Oe the proper exercise of their function. Under existing circumstances, 

etore, the ‘lext-Book Committee cannot hope to secure the sympathy of 
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the public. They are practically undoing the literature of the country, which, it 
needs scarcely be said, involves a question of national interest. The press 
have cried hoarse to the unbecoming proceedings of the Committee. But the 
Committee heed not the press! It is true that some eminent men of ourcoun 
have been placed at the helm. It is also true that the association of their 
names with the Text-Book Committee has set the public at defiance, So the 
press and the public have clamoured in vain for a revision in the Text-Book 
Committee ! 

Third.—To better the organization of the education system should be the 
first and foremost duty of our countrymen who pretend to have any interest 
in the advancement of our literature. That the Text-Book Committee, ori- 
ginally intended to be a stern check to the selection of any but the best books 
as text-books, should have entirely forgot their mission, impeded the progress 
of wholesome literature, and blighted the brightest prospects of the latter is a 
matter of deep regret, Had we any option in the matter, we would rather 
have no Text-Book Committee than the one under notice. 

The above remarks, though apparently too strong, could not, we regret, be 
more true. We are not all unfriendly tothe scheme of a T'ext-Book Committee, 
But the proceedings of the one under notice being far from satisfactory, led us 
to put forward certain amending suggestions. As we are simply actuated by 
good motive to suggest a wholesome revision, we venture to draw Dr. Martin’s 
attention to the following. 


First.—As to the selection of Members. 


(2) Members should be selected every third year from among four classes 
of men by votes from authors, who are the most interested parties, and who, 
therefore, will never fail to vote for any but the most deserving— 


I. Clever outsiders who are not authors, 
II. Editors who are not authors. 
III. Government officials who are not authors. 
IV. Scientific men with scholastic knowledge in Bengali. 


(6) There should be at least three members for each of the three different 
subjects—namely, Literature, Science, and Mathematics. Full justice cannot 
possibly be expected from a single member having to judge of the merits of 
works on diffierent subjects. 

(c) Members should be held responsible for any injustice or wrong done 
to the authors. 


Secondly.—As to the selection of Text-Books. 


We cannot do better than to suggest retaining the existing Resolution of 
the Text-Book Committee, which, though abused right and left, is good in 
itself. We therefore request Dr. Martin will be so good as to insist on the 
strict observance of the rule. We quote below the rule in question :— 

(a) “That following points be taken into particular consideration im 
judging of the merits of the books, viz., Matter, Manner, Style, Language, 
Grammar, Spelling, Paper, Printing, Sectarian Character, &c.” 

(b) ‘That no book should be upproved which has been obviously copied 
or plagiarized from some existing book.” [Resolution of the Central Text-Book 
Committee, May 5, 1887. ] . 

From the above resolution one might be led to believe that place is invari- 
ably given to the best books in the list of text-books. But we regret the case 
is quite otherwise. ‘The resolution, we might say, is more for show than for 
use. In fact, it is no better than a dead law. Ifthe members had conscieunti- 
ously acted up to their resolution, there would not be universal. clamour for 
revision in the scheme of the Central Text-Book Committee, nor should we 
have occasion to encroach upon Dr. Martin’s valuable time with this article of 
ours on the Text-Book Committee. 


18. The Dainikeo-Samachar Chandrika of the 10th May asks whether oF 
3 not there is any connection between Professor 

Profess Nil ri’ 7: ° ay tion etwee 
excunon from the ohoe at Gt Nilmani Mukerji's exclusion from the office of 
versity paper-setter. paper-setter in Sanskrit for the next University 
examinations and his voting for Rai Rajkumar 
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Sarvadhikari. Some members of the Syndicate are reported to have said that 
those who would vote for Rai Rajkumar would thereby prove their worthless- 
ness and disqualify themselves for the office of paper-setter. Has the threat 
been given effect to in regard to Professor Nilmani? 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administrations. 


19. The Sanjivani of the 6th May has the following on the subject of 
the Calcutta Public Library :—“If the Municipal 
Commissioners of Calcutta had taken an interest in 
the Library and managed it better, the Library 
would have, by this time, become one of the best institutions of its kind in 
India. But instead of doing that, the Municipal Commissioners, acting on the 
advice of Mr. MacGuire, have resolved to stop its aid of Rs 8,000 to the 
Library. This resolution is a most ill-judged one, and will have a most baneful 
effect on the prospects of public education in Calcutta. From the Library 
Report for 1889 and other papers connected with it, it — that if the 
Municipality had not come forward at that time to help the Library, Govern- 
ment would have taken charge of it. 

The people of Calcutta should protest against this proposal of the Muni- 
cipality, and the Library authorities should see whether the Municipality can 
lawfully withdraw its aid as proposed. The plea of reduction of expenditure 
is not a strong one, for the Municipality spends a good deal for useless purposes. 
The Commissioners would do well to reconsider the matter. 

20. The Sulabh Dainik of the 6th May says that owing to the growth of 
party spirit among its members, the Diamond 
Harbour Local Board in the 24-Parganas is not 
doing its work satisfactorily, and is showing remiss- 
nese and want of attention in the performance of some of its duties. 


The Calcutta Municipality and 
the Public Library. 


The Diamond Harbour Local 
Board. 


(g)\—Ratiways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


21. The Sulabh-Dainik of the 5th May complains of unusual delay in issu- 
ing tickets at some of the stations on the East 
Indian Railway. Most stations have the main 
building on one side of the line and only a separate ticket-room on the other; 
and railway officers sometimes make so much delay in coming to this ticket- 
room that many passengers cannot get into the trains for want of tickets. 
The writer hopes that the Railway authorities will take steps to remove this 
inconvenience. 

22. The Sanjivani of the 6th May has the following :— 

The jotedars whose lands have been taken for constructing the Bhutan 
Duars Railway, not having up to this time received 
in connection with the Bhutan Compensation, the planters of that part of the 
Duars Railway. country applied to the Lieutenant-Governor on their 
behalf, but have been told by His Honour that the jotedars, who have deeds and 
documents creating their interests, can well defend their rights themselves, 


Delay in issuing Railway tickets. 


_ The question of compensation 


and that the planters, who will themselves be benefited by the railway, should not — 


try to increase the expenses of its construction. The sense of morality 
expressed in this reply of the Lieutenant-Governor is simply astonishing. For 
the plain gist of His Honour’s statement is that one should raise no objection and 
utter no complaint when one is benefited at other people’s expense. The 
Lieutenant-Governor, who wishes to give a higher training to the young men of 
this country, should first show a better sense of morality himself. 


(h)— General. 


22. The Samoy of the 5th May says that the Governor-General has, as the 
writer had feared, determined to make Rs. 250 
income tPlated increase of the the minimum assessable income. In England the 
minimum assessable income is £150, equivalent to 

Rs, 2,250 (taking £1 to be equal to Rs. 15). The difference means that an 
nglishman has to pay the income-tax when his yearly income is Rs. 2,250, while 


the poor Indian must pay the tax if his yearly income is only Rs. 250 a year. 
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Is not this oppression? People having no more income than Rs. 250 a year find 
living very hard, and will find it very much harder if they have to pay a tax on 
that income. It was an evil moment when Lord Lansdowne set his foot in 
India! Not a single act has been up to this timedone by His Excellency which 
may help to deepen the Indian’s loyalty to, and respect for, Cigfdhiises, 
His Ledhiy is perfectly indifferent to India’s welfare. The financial 
difficulties of the Government can be removed either by making reductions in the 
Military Department, or, if that is not possible, by reviving the import duties on 
we goods. But will the Governor-General have the courage to revive those 
uties ? 


24. The Dainik-v-Samachar Chandrika, of the 11th May, gives the contents 

of the petition which has been submitted to Govern- 

The py of Raghunath Maha- ment on behalf of Raghunath Mahapatra of 
assets taaeraae Balasore, and makes the following observations :— 


The writer cannot say whether or not every one of the statements made in 
the petition is true, or whether or not Raja Baikuntha Nath has any defence to 
make. But it isclear that it is the duty of Government to ascertain what the facts 
of the case are. For although the petition in question implicates Raja Baikuntha 
Nath, the French Governor of Chandernagore, and the French Police Commis- 
sioner, the writer is most concerned to find the Magistrate of Balasore, the 
Deputy Magistrate of Balasore, and other British officers, including even the 
Commissioner of Orissa spoken of in a manner which means that their conduct 
in this affair has been open to blame. It isthe duty of the Lieutenaut-Governor 
to see that the officials, whose conduct has been impugned, clear themselves. 
The hearing of the case between the Raja and the Mahapatra has _ been fixed for 
the 15th May. But the Mahapatra has, in the meantime, been compelled 
to withdraw his case against the Raja. Nay, more, he has been arrested with 
the help of the British police, and is now a prisoner in a French jail. If this be 
true, does it not reflect discredit on the British Government? The Lieutenant- 
Governor ought not to remain indifferent in the matter, and even the High 
Court ought to proceed with caution, for it, too, is somewhat involved in the 
affair. 


ITI. —LeGisLative,. 


25. The Banganivasi-o-Prakriti of the 5th May contains a cartoon in which 

Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee and Rai Rajkumar Sarvadhikani, 

A cartoon about the University the two candidates for election as the University’s 
election for the Bengal Council. cS ‘ 

representative in the Bengal Council, are shown as 

standing face to face, the Rai Bahadur appearing with an ass’s head on his 

neck ; and the cartoon is accompanied by a metrical letter press in which Rat 

Rajkumar is vilified asa man whose nose means the syphilis, and who has 

passed off as his own a book which was written by another. 


26. The Samay of the 5th May supports the candidature of Mr. W. C. 

| Bonnerjee in the University, and, that of Mr. Lal 

C To see for the Bengal Mohan Ghosh for the Municipalities. These two are 

Cu. “ 

the best of all the candidates. They possess 4 

thorough knowledge of the laws and regulations of the country, and as speakers, 

are second to none, except Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee. ‘They have always 

taken a lively interest in all important matters connected with the welfare of 

India. It is Bengal’s pride that she has such worthies among her sons. The 

Calcutta Municipality has done well by electing Babu Surendra Nath, and the 

writer hopes that the University and the Presidency Municipalities will show 

inatt appreciation of merit by electing Mr. Bonnerjee and Mr. Ghosh, respect 

ively. 

As for Babu Raj Kumar Sarvadhikari, who, too, is a candidate in the Univer- 

sity, he is certainly a distinguished graduate of the University, and has many 

atrons to bavk him in this matter, but his countrymen have no respect for him. 

fe has sac: ificed the interests of his country to his own selfish purposes, and he 

has lowered the prestige of the Hindoo Patriot. The University will discredit 
itself if it elects such a man. 
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97, The same paper is sorry that the Lieutenant-Governor will not now 
enforce the Chaukidari Act in the tea-gardens of Jal- 
paiguri. The presence of Government officers im 
the gardens would have tended to check the oppres- 
sion of the coolies by the planters, and it is a matter of regret that His Honour 
has not sufficiently attended to this eo : ; 

28. The Sanjivani of the 6th May is dissatisfied with the Lieutenant- 
| Governor’s order postponing the extension of the 
Chaukidari Act to the Bhutan Duars. As the price 
of this concession, the planters have undertaken to 
supply Government with information regarding births, deaths, and crimes in 
their gardens. But is it possible that the planters will inform the police of any 
offence committed by one of their own body? Sir Charles Elliott objected to 
keep the chaukidars under the panchayets, but he has no objection now to give 
the planters the privilege of acting as their own chaukidars in the tea gardens. 

29. The Bangavasi of the 6th May says that Sir Charles Elliott’s action 
in exempting the European tea-planters of the 
Duars from the operation of the Village Chaukidari 
Act, and in throwing the burden of that measure on the Bengali village raiyats 
alone, has not been worthy of the ruler of a province. 

30. The Dacca Gazette of the 8th May mentions the names of Babu 
Govinda Chunder Das, Babu Akhil Chunder Sen, 
and Maulvi Seraj-ul-Islam Khan Bahadur as the 
persons best fitted to represent the Chittagong Muni- 
cipalities in the Bengal Council. Mufassal gentlemen, however able, will not 
do, because it will be inconvenient to them to attend all the meetings of the 
Council. This objection does not apply to the gentlemen named above, because 
they are residents of Calcutta, and, being pleaders of the High Court, are well 
known to the public. And among these three gentlemen, the Khan Bahadur 
is, in the writer’s opinion, the most eligible. As a Municipal Commissioner 
and an Honorary Magistrate he is already intimately known to the leading 
members of the Calcutta community, and there can be no doubt that if he is 
sate he will secure the attention and enjoy the regard of his colleagues in the 

ouncil. 

31. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 10th May says that at 
Howrah a boy aged 10 was sentenced by the native 
Deputy Magistrate to six months’ imprisonment and 
a fine of Rs. 50 for the theft of muri (fried rice) 
worth half a pice. On appeal, the Magistrate set aside the sentence and ordered 
the boy to be whipped. The whipping was administered by the boy’s father. 
The case proves the necessity of making a distinction between different kinds 
of theft and of modifying, accordingly, the definition of theft as given in the 
Penal Code. For it is the absence of such distinctions in the definition of theft 


= led to the miscarriage of justice which took place, in the first instance, in 
11s Case. 


The Chaukidari Act and the tea- 
gardens of Jalpaiguri. 


The Chaukidari Act and the 
planters of the Bhutan Duars. 


The Chaukidari Act in the Duars. 


The Chittagong municipalities 
in the Bengal Council. 


The definition of theft in the 
Penal Code. 


IV.—Native States. 


82. The Sulabh Dainik of the 5th May protests against the practice of 
making frequent visits to England by the native 
princes of India. These visits tend to denationalise 
them, and to make them more and more amenable to the influence of the Residents 


in their courts. The expenses of these journeys also often prove a strain on the 
resources of their states. 


English visits by Indian Princes. 


V.—POSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


33. The Samay of the 5th May writes as follows :— 

_ Baisakh is nearly gone and there is still no 
rain. ‘he ponds and ‘hails are almost died up, and 
many villages are suffering terribly from water scarcity. The price of rice is 
daily rising, and the condition of the country will become sad indeed if it is visited 
by scarcity of food and scarcity of water at one and the same time. What is 
to be done now? Must people die for want of water if there be no early 


The impending water-scarcity 
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rainfall? Is there no means which Government can adopt to remedy this state 
of things? Last year when Madas suffered greatly for want of water, the 
people saved themselves by getting water from wells dug at their houses, and 
the Government also helped them with tuccavi loans to the extent of about 30 
lakhs in 14 months. ‘Tuccavi loans have become necessary in Bengal this year, 
and the writer hopes that Government will grant such loans. 

34. The Bangavasi of the 6th May says that though the Commissioner of 
the Burdwan Division has long admitted the pre- 
valence of scarcity in the Bankura district, he has 
not yet taken any steps to alleviate it. ne 

35. The same paper says that extreme distress prevails in Gohalgarh. 
Pimbani within the jurisdiction of the Garbeta 
thana in the Midnapore district. The poor people 
are mostly starving or living on one meal a day. Thefts have in conse- 
pane become very rife. Rice is selling very dear, and is not always 
available. 


Scarcity in the Bankura district. 


Distress in the Midnapore district. 


VI.—MIscEeELLANEOUS. 


36. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 2nd May has the following :— 

No people in these days are regarded as 
civilised who lack physical strength or the hard- 
er virtues. It is for this reason that the people of India, though peace-loving, 
well-behaved, and God-fearing, are called half-civilised by people in Europe 
and America, The former do nat possess the harder virtues of the latter, 
and are therefore looked down upon. But the British Government, though 
it has done much to spread education among the Indians, has up to this time 
done nothing to raise them from their condition of physical degeneration. 
It is true, the boys in the Indian schools now receive physical education; but 
such education, though it may improve their physical stamina, will not hel 
them to acquire the harder virtues of manliness, bravery, &c., of which the 
battle-field is the best and properest training ground. The growing emasculation 
of Indians and the consequent loss by them of the harder virtues can, therefore, 
be checked only by imparting a military training to, and opening a military 
career for them. 

37. The Sanjivani of the 6th May is sure that, instead of deriving any 

Indian sepoys in the London benefit from the Imperial Institute, India will loose 
Imperial Institute. much on account of it. For the Institute will make 
it easier for England to imitate Indian art and manufacture, and in that way to 
ruin them. And India’s cause for complaint becomes therefore all the graver 
that it is she that will have to pay the expenses of the sepoys who will be 
present at the opening of the Institute. 

38. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 8th May has the following :— 

In ancient India useful public works went 
under the name of purta. In its limited applica- 
tion, the word meant the excavation of tanks, &c., but in its larger sense it 
included also the laying out of gardens and the construction of temples, 
public halls, &c. The ancient Rishis perceived the utility of purta works, 
and took care to enjoin and encourage their construction. The celebration 
of sacrifices and the construction of purta works were regarded as the primary 
religious duties of all persons of the twice-born castes, and a man doing any 
purta work was considered fit to attain salvation or liberation (cats). And so 
great was the importance attached to these works that their repair was considered 
as much meritorious as their first construction. Every care was taken to induce 
people to undertake the excavation of tanks, &c., and the subject of water- 
supply was considered so important that one of the questions which the divine 
sage Narada put to Judhisthira, when counselling the latter on the subject of 
good government and sound statesmanship, was whether the tanks in his kingdom 
were large and full of water, and whether the operations of agriculture within his 
empire were independent of the chances of rainfall. Aman who satisfies the 
thirst of a cow with water dug out of the earth by himself, attains so much merit 
by so doing as to secure the spiritual welfare of seven generations of his dead 
ancestors. Even the Sudras, who were excluded from the performance of vedic 
rites and ceremonies, were enjoined to do purta works of all kinds. The present 


A defect in Indian training. 


Proper public works. 
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generation of Hindus, however, do not seem to realise the importance of purta 
works, or the country would not be now suffering so much from scarcity of water, 
andthe people would not be crying so piteously forfood. The Municipalities and 
District Boards spend the proceeds of the Public Works Cess in improving the 
condition of the roads, but who will use their roads if the people die of scarcity 
of food and water? Again, though the land revenue in Bengal continues 
stationary, the different cesses are being levied at increased rates, and the 
liabilities of the zamindars have therefore increased. This, as well as the work- 
ing of the sun-set law, is leading the zamindars to increase their income by 
finding additional lands for raiyats, and the means they are resorting to for this 
purpose is filling up tanks and making encroachments on pasture lands. But 
though more land is being brought under cultivation year after year, water- 
supply for agricultural purposes is diminishing. This is one of the reasons why 
famines have now become frequent, and why people suffer so much nowadays 
from water-scarcity. No relief in this direction can be expected from the 
Public Works Department, and it has therefore become the duty of all classes 
of Hindus to undertake the excavation of tanks, &c., and thereby secure high 
religious merit for themselves and save their countrymen from water-scarcity. 
No man who has the means of helping his country in the matter should remain 


indifferent or inactive at such a juncture. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BencaL! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 13th May 1893. 
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